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THE SEAT OF AUTHORITY 
IN RELIGION 
By Alfred Hall 


] WAS impressed by a sentence in a recent letter in The 
Inquirer, “It seems to me that what modern Unitarians 
should be doing, instead of denouncing orthodox Christianity, 
is to go forward from Martineau.” But Martineau has been 
neglected and the questions which at once suggest themselves 
are, “ How many of our people have reached Martineau ? ” 
and “ How many of them know what he taught ?” 


If I were asked to quote a sentence from Martineau which 
sums up his main ition, I should turn to his essay on 


stoutly maintained 
at his ordination address in Dublin a few years earlier. 
was resented by the older generation of Unitarian ministers, 
regarded him as a dangerous young man. But he con- 


The 


manifestation of the Living God and expressed his profound 
indebtedness to him. But he reiterated his unswerving con- 
viction that the spiritual difference not only between Jesus and 
man, but also between God and man, is not one of kind, 
but of degree. The doctrine of the Fatherhood of God was no 
metaphor to him. He regarded man as verily the child of God. 


’ Sometimes that is not an easy thing to believe. He wrote, “ To 


set Jesus up on a pedestal alone—the unique form in which 
God’s essence has entered the limits of our humanity—is to 
frustrate the very aim and prayer of his life, by appropriating 
to him the consecration for which he cared only so far as it 
was universal. Not till we say of all men what the creed sa 
of him exclusively that they are “of one substance with t 
Father” do we make any confession which he would own.” 
(Essays, II, 489.) 


If there is any truth in Martineau’s conception of the Seat 
of Authority, a saying is true not because it was spoken by 
Jesus, but is in accord with the Word of God written in the 


universe and in the heart of man. The tendency of those who 


take the Christocentric position is to confuse what used to be 
— of as “the Christ of Experience” with the “Jesus of 

ry” and that brings us back to the old controversy of 
“Jesus or Christ?” (see The Hibbert Journal Supplement, 
1909). There is a difference between the two, but they are 
confused and the terms are often employed as though they are 
imterchangeable. There may be little difference between “ the 
Christ of Experience ” and the unwritten Word of God, but a 
serious error results when the Living iration of God is 
ascribed to a deified or an idealized Jesus instead of the Ever- 

Martineau’s position is clear. Have we all attained unto 
it and are we prepared to go forward from #? Are 


f 

: ficiencies of the theology of his day, he declares that religious 

teachers have “a higher function: the interpretation of the 

H unwritten Word, the appeal to the Living Witness of God in 

our humanity.” 

Hf Part of its interest is that it is in accord with the statement 

+ which he made at the most critical moment of his theological 

I: development. For in 1836 in his “Rationale of Religious 

Fe Enquiry “ he asserted that “ reason is the supreme tribunal, to 

. the test of which even scripture must be brought.” 

- This was the startling announcement that he had aban- 

' doned Biblical Unitarianism—the belief that scripture is the 

3 ultimate court of appe hich his old Principal, Charles 

religious truth, must be to the judgments of the human mind.” pared tO prove hings, to test them by the growing know- 

. ledge and achievement of man and by his deepening insight 

§ * into spiritual reality. There is no more secure basis for the 

; ve in embryo his teaching concerning the Seat devotional life than the conviction and the consciousness that 

. | Religion. In the course of time his conception God is near, that in him we live and move and have our being 
| and became more definite. He made it per- and his word is very high unto us, in our mouth and in our 

any doctrine or belief must stand the test of heart that we may do it. Surely the God to whom we should 

and be in accord with the growing truth turn is not a being who was limited to a brief span of life on 

ee ee eee ee earth, but to the God whom Jesus knew. the Living God who 

| the unwritten Word, the Living Witness of God in 

é our of this conception and experience of the Living Union of God 

Authority is supported by Jesus who of Dr. Martinese 

yo is evident in his prayers. 

wines to this ruth tas ben steady RELIGION AND PSYCHOLOGY 

4 Ps wrote in was asserted by Emerson, 

} asked a lover of Emerson, steeped himself in his (The author is an American, and not a Unitarian 

: writings, what he regarded as the sentence Emerson point iew i interest 10 

wrote. Without hesitation he replied, “A man should learn t 

mind from within, more than the lustre of the firmament of SOME ministers in their efforts to ease the strain of modern 

That is the Unitarian and Free Christian tradition, and in. ‘formed panels of psychiatrists and psychologists, 
‘ays upon us the necessity to continue as members of that may be consulted. 

| tradition to have minds zealous to know the truth and hearts They realize that mental disorders arise from an un- 

| pure to see God. Those who incline to a definitely Christo- recognized fear or guilt buried deep in the sub-conscious mind. 

centric position are exposed to the danger of forgetting that Most Christian ministers imbue us with the deepest sense of 
sin and every time we attend church, we 

{ Quest Historical Jesus,” showed Jesus had Christ’s munistry i released mank ind 

: some mistaken ideas, for instance, his beliefs that the arrival weight of guilt and he taught the Jews the 

of the Kingdom of God was imminent and that disease is due The Mises and The Ganara, were supcrectee OY 

tian doctrine of love of God and ind. The 
Martineau and had made us aware of such of was 
‘to inspire fear of punishment for wrong-doing. 

There sagas Jesus 1 in The Jewish The did not belive . 
childhood but in mature advanced im wisdom and of 
| ee _cmptations were = with practising the letter of the law rather than the ethics 
- ag fader to all beings Christ answered the tauntings of the Sadducees by The 
capable of a moral regarded Jesus as the greatest Tamed, “I am the God of Abrabom and Ge God of nn 
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not in 


ligion; the breach is between 


ounded 


“ Religion and Science ”’ 


reply to John Rowland’s article is that there is 


no breach between science and re 
scientists and religious leaders. 


1954 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 


Men disco 


t of the aeroplane 


The world is one, 


Sir,—The 


14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should 
t. 


Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer,” 


ri 


fligh 


brings 


Where is the technical skill required to 


the auto- 


a revitalized industry is pouring out. 


Most im- 
by Chinese 
than was in the 


ly display to 
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ce. 


, for example, is 


label pasted on it. 


are exhibitions that proud 
sitors alike the machinery, 
The answer is that there is no more 


allowed to dismiss an employ 
, that a magnificent tractor 


there 


ii 


nd foreign vi 


mobiles, and so on, that 
mme and finds that the much-advertised mountain 


But our Indian observer is a bit of a sceptic. He notices 


that one is never able to see any car except the one that is on — 


private firm is 


rtant of all 


than the merest fraction of what is needed. Meantime, propa- 


skill and labour, he insists on going farther 
_ ganda has to do duty for productivity. 


THE INQUIRER, 
clearly of Russian origin with a Chinese 
Taken to see one of the new projects accom 


run China’s industry? 


forth only a mouse. 


exhibition. Also 


Chinese a 


progra 


no 
po 


| 
h rule the Be 
ns of man’s ef 
jon’t invent 
ectricity was not invented by men, it was discovered as y 
were the laws and uses of ‘atomic energy. If we believe that God 13 
is > a and that his laws of birth and death are universal and +" 
* ovate. The God's lows, which 
Ww 
But we expect that at one point at least an Indian will a NS ee ae their opinions as their a 
approve of whet China has done. The slogan of 1925, shouted which ate now dacedited, ‘Docs the Chiistion ter me 
as loudly by the Nationalists as by the Communists, was: of law? He knows from his own experience when he is willing you 
Imperialism.” An American mussionary on to seek God that God is Love as well as Law. There are laws ig 
assured me that he had seen a poster : ” Down —— There need be no breach. God's world is one.— 4 
ity. Jesus Christ was an Englishman”! ours, : 
Communists find grim in Manchester. Isabel C. Holt. 
forei firms in Shanghai elsewhere. “ ? 
ussian has replaced English, and an official who 7 Jess and Drak” — t 
at Columbia or Harvard would talk with Sin,—Forgive me, but “Commentator™ said more than he 23 
tion only through an interpreter. Children now admits. 
beverage. Will he inform me as to where, please? 
Having used the N.T. to sanction Drink he added that the 
question ought to be argued on its own merits. What are the S 
To one who took part in the agitation against British hol drinking please? I indicated the demerits, : 
lode line of argument prescribed by himself. This 
reaction against foreign interference and exploitation is i One may De. 
telliglible. But is it wise? He would say it is not. Here ero, ee ee | 
lighible. ould of opinion or interpretation. “ 
ordinary man? China to-day really ! Fi 
and technical assistance, and Russia can gi that “ most ” would reject that the 
A government Cana is susceptible to acocpeance as an allegory. 
reject Unitarianism—and indeed for all practicai 
their welfare to resentments of this kind. It 
* Sanderstead. James Ritchie. 
I began with one memory; | will conclude with another. _ _Sm.—As a mumister who ts | 
On his return from his visit to China, Bertrand Russell was 
invited to Cambridge, to meet the Chinese students im residence occasions in public houses with 
there. For some reason I have quite forgotten, I was invited attack against ~ moderation ™ 
to be present. At one point he said, quite deliberately : “ In feel in my obviously prejudiced 
any Ge ONS tek to some strange conclusions. it 
China ts family. Therefore, to save Chima, destroy the arguments onc should dispense 
family.” He spoke brutally, but what he said was not without 
truth. Nepotism has always been one of the major vices of ak ca eee ee 
Chinese society, and it was for long considered a virtue to ssight to 
recognize no higher loyalty than to one’s family. But to-day, because there is always the 
when Communism is doimg its best to carry out Bertrand really, sir, either wise or 
Russell's injunction, when the son betrays his father to death lives by am obsessed concern 1 
and the mother goes about the home in fear, knowing that her fool and the madman may twist 
children are spyimg on her, we sce a new value im the family. Stalybridge. 
it has become the stronghold of freedom. i 
injustice, dyimg at the stake or suffering m 2 mS assuring 2 visitor who 
camp. this is nor a 
the mass of men are concerned, and that is the home. SS en. 
four walls behind which 2 man may think, speak, and 
conscience directs, and freedom will survive, 
outside. But take down those walls, deprive she child of love img problem. in these days of 
and the parent of respect, and you have found the formula 
bell on carth. of unity rather than as smmply 
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THE LINDSEY PRESSs 


A GOLDEN TREASURY OF THE BIBLE...... 
the best-of the Bible and Apocrypha 
gh Ses ‘in attractive and readable form 
etait Cloth 10/6, by post 11/8 
Leather, with gilt edges, 20/-, by post 21/2. 
PRAYERS OF FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP 
6/-, by post 6/3 me 


ENGLAND 


PROGRESS IN 


er ope by R. V. Holt, M.A., B.Litt. 
_ SECOND AND REVISED EDITION 


post 16/8 
} JAMES MARTINEAU — 
by Alfred Hall, MA, DD. 
. 7/6,. by post 7/10. 


| LECTURE | 
London Branch Indian Institute of Culture (Bangalore) 
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Religion, Theology and Philosophy 
Bétted by L. A. GARRARD, BD, MA. 


| Contenis for January, 1954 
How Can CHRISTIAN AND NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS | 


CO-OPERATE? Professor F. Heiler 


AL ASPECTS OF THE CREATION OF THE STATE OF jf 
SRAEL Professor Norman Bentwich | 


‘eh bt 
RETuRN To Dr. F. H. Heinemann 


© MetaptiYsics as THE CREATION ‘OF MEANING 
H. P. Rickman 


| 

Is THERE an ANIMAL LANGUAGE? _ Professor G. Revesz | 

Tue Frencn Crimics, GUIGNEBERT AND Lory | 

Dr. H. G. Wood | 

1s OrTHODOX? ‘Rev..Dr. A. Hall | 
_ Annual Subscription: 12s. 6d. post free. Single copies 

3s. “6d. net. A free “specimen copy of a back number 

will be sent on request. ' | 


1. ot 26 River 
Charlotte Eleanor, and minister Church. 
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HIBBERT JOURNAL 
| 
| | | 
| | 
ALBERT SCHWEITZER — biography 
by Magnus C. Ratter ‘ 
SECOND EDITION—COMPLETELY REVISED AND RE-WRITTEN 
i 8/6, by post 8/10 
q HE LINDSEY PRESS . 
i ™ 14 GORDON SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 
The Rev. E. G. Lee will speak on “Christianity and the 
January 15, at 8.15 p.m., at 62 Queen's 
f ardens, (off Leinster Terrace or Devonshire Terrace). 
Chairman, Baroness Ravensdale. All welcome. Free. GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN LTD 
40 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.1. 
Doncaster : The Annual Sale of Work, which realized £265, | 
despite years, just returned from an air trip to Cali- FACON—On December 30, at 107 Watcombe Circus, Nottingham, 
formia—ber fourtieth transatlantic crossing. Harry Thomas Facon, B.A.. 85. Dearly beloved hushand of | 
ry G. W. Parkinson on December 13, Rabbi | Chait, of Shefiicid, Rev. C. G. Bolam. ss 
be delivered an imspifing address on “ Brotherhood” to a large con- 
3 The “ Family Carol Service ” on December 20 was in a church 
ily decorated with an illuminated Chrisimas Tree and included 
. from > “ Christmas Carol,” and also cxhibited a short film : 
of their own production. To very many friends the news of the 
Christmas Eve, of Mrs. Muriel Butler (the wife of 
_ The Rev. HL. Short has resigned, after a of the General Assembly) will have come with 
Gam a sharp personal loss. She was the daughter of the 
: March. As weil as lecturing on Christian history at Man- J, Comibear, & ‘Methodist minister, whose fields of 
: chester College, he will have part-time care of the congregation at _—_chicfly in Piymouth and Portsmouth. 
Banbury, by their invitation. Mics. had toon tat i 
uj Nerwich : The Lord Mayor, Mr. R. H. Mo'tram, attended his could ever steadfast courage which : 
; own place of worship, the Octagon Chapel, for the Christmas mT 
Service. on December 20. He received the gifts brought by the 
; Sunday School Scholars to the Christmas Tree, and spoke to the an world mer gee mney Any — 
e boys and girls about the gifts of wise men and of children. prevented from the services at West Grove 
ware sung the and Church, Cardiff, but she took a great interest in its welfare. 
_attended. was conduc‘ed In her death the members of the Cardiff church and many 
it 
leva to was be = al word, 34. 
Sunday, November 1: lectern. given by Mrs. wo. 


